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April edition brought to you by

Charles Shewring
                    Hello Everyone!
Happy Easter and I hope you have a lovely holiday break.  The family and I are not going away these holidays, perhaps some much needed time in the garden will be the rest and recuperation I need at this time of the year.

The year is going surprisingly fast yet again.  Following is some information I hope is useful.
Charles Shewring
	Just Listed!    Gympie

Building Blocks 

700 m2 – 1500 m2
Starting at $85,000

Quality Estate with full services and rural views
	Ph: 5437 7076[image: image5.jpg]




	
	A/H Phone: 07 5485 2240

charles@outlookre.com

Mobile: 0417 792 944

	Just Sold!
Building Block in an exciting new estate in Gympie @ $85,000
Full serviced block with outstanding rural views 3 mins from the Gympie CBD.

	Local Happenings

On April 24th ‘Earth Day’ will be celebrated in Pomona with the first Eco Market at the Community Enterprise Centre in Factory St, Pomona (Call Kali - 5485 0699 – for details)

Also Surprisingly no one has taken away the free 22 ft boat from the Hinterland Association as yet – there must be a retired boatie out there who’d like to see this project to completion.

Try Nielson & Neilsen for healthy organic fruit & veggies Ph: 5485 0699 (Thur/Fri)
	Local Services
COOROY TOTAL CAR CARE
3/6 Jarrah St, Cooroy. Q. 4563

Ph:  5447 6266  Mob: 0418 239 951
For all you car care & detailing needs
E Banc Trade Welcome!

	
	Friends Like You?
Who would like some help with Buying or Selling? Just ask them to call me

for all the help they need.  And feel free to Forward this Newsletter on to your friends.

	Inspections

Whether buying or selling, you might want to consider having a professional inspection of the home.  Savvy sellers are having building and pest inspections completed prior to listing their home for sale, so they don’t receive any nasty shocks, later on.  

There are benefits for both the seller and the buyer, as the worst thing in any negotiation is a surprise!

FROM THE BUYER SIDE

Never purchase a property without having Building and Pest Inspections completed prior to purchase.  Repairs for white ant infestations and damage can run into thousands of dollars and be heartbreaking if you find out after you have purchased the property.

FROM THE SELLER SIDE

In today’s increasingly litigious society, it is important to take steps to keep legal costs to a minimum.  I’m sure you don’t want the sale dollars you receive to be dented by having to deal with legal proceedings instigated by a disgruntled buyer. 

Keep your agent informed on all matters relating to your home and property, even the unsavoury bits and your Agent will be able to do his or her job in a much more satisfactory way, for all concerned. If you’re thinking of buying or selling, why not give me a call and we can have a chat?

Want more Buying or Selling Info? Call me NOW!

Like to receive your Newsletter by email?

Send an email and help save the trees!
Please Email or call me to Unsubscribe

Your Privacy is assured
	Mango Mousse Drink
Place all ingredients (pre-chilled) in a blender:  

1 mango chopped small 

¼ cup yoghurt of choice

½ cup orange juice

1/3 cup lemon juice

1 tspn whatgerm

2 tblespns coconut

Blend until smooth, then stir through pulp of a passionfruit for extra deliciousness! Serve in a tall glass for nutritious and cooling effects.

Enjoy!
Healthy Living
Did you know?

A 5% solution of vinegar (as found in the supermarket) will kill:

· 99% of bacteria

· 82% of mould, and 

· 80% of germs (such as viruses)

So, just use straight (undiluted) vinegar for your cleaning and you’ll have a clean and a healthy home!
	Gardening Tips

Did you know that herbs can act as insecticides, especially when planted with other plants? Basil planted near tomatoes repels worms and flies, as does marigolds. 

To stop mint from overrunning your garden in the wet, take the bottom off a bucket and sink it into the ground.  Then plant the mint inside the bucket!

Nothing beats the fragrance and flavour of fresh herbs, and they're decorative as well.


	
	
	Service
Cooroy Trading Post
For all your second-hand and pre-loved goods

3 Opal St, Cooroy

Ph: 5442 5477
E Banc Trade Welcome!

	Call Now!  Charles’ Mob:  0417 792 944  
                                                                                                
	© Sales Champions 2004


	Housing Market Update

The Australian economy is expected to perform strongly throughout 2004. Overseas markets have begun to show recovery with Australia's export earnings increasing after declining in the first half of 2003. Farm production was up 17 per cent in the December quarter and domestically, consumer spending has remained strong, in part supported by growth in wages and rising household wealth driven by increases in property prices.

The housing market is a significant contributor to economic performance and while there are definite signs that the housing market is easing off, there is no indication of any major downward movement in housing trends. Building activity and lending figures indicate that the two .25 percentage point interest rate rises approved by the Reserve Bank last year have had a tightening effect on housing loans and dwelling approvals. Nevertheless, the underlying fundamentals that support housing investment - housing demand - remains favourable given population growth rates.

From a high of 62,154 loan commitments for owner occupation across Australia last September, loans have fallen three consecutive months to levels still 13 per cent higher than numbers recorded in December 2002.  All states recorded a drop in dwellings financed with Western Australia experiencing less than a .1 per cent fall over November and December.

Total dwellings approved across Australia fell by 1.5 per cent in the December quarter with New South Wales and South Australia showing growth of 7.8 and 25.5 per cent respectively. Approvals for houses and 'other dwellings' in the private sector have fallen three consecutive months since September 2003.

Renovation spending has remained strong with higher priced housing markets influencing consumers' decisions to invest and upgrade rather than move. Alterations and additions account for 4.5 per cent of secured finance for owner occupation.

Finance for owner occupation comprises 63.2 per cent of total housing finance, with loans for investment comprising the remaining 36.8 per cent. This represents a decline of 1.7 percentage points in owner occupation financing compared to twelve months earlier in December 2002.

Copyright GeoProfessional Services 2004

info@geopro.com.au

Ph:  07 3844 4970;

Mob: 0421 042 562
	Market Indicators

Housing Finance Commitments for Owner Occupation

Table 1: Number of Dwellings Financed in Australia
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Table 2: % Change in Number of Dwellings Financed Between Nov-Dec 2003
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Building Activity

Table 3: Private Dwelling Approvals, Australia
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Sources: 1.Reserve Bank - Statement on Monetary Policy, February 2004, Australia 2. ABS Cat. No. 5609.0 Housing Finance for Owner Occupation 3. ABS Cat. No. 5671.0 Lending Finance 4. ABS Cat. No. 8731.0 Building Approvals.  This material is for information purposes only and does not warrant advice.
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				Median House Price ($)																		SD1		SD2		SD3

		Sydney		470,000				16,640				16,640				5,945						3.5404255319

		Melbourne		368,000				17,740				23,860				8,440						4.8206521739

		Brisbane		315,000				4,775				10,200				2,130						1.5158730159

		Adelaide		225,000				7,892				17,630				7,350						3.5075555556

		Perth		218,900				8,177				17,690				6,311						3.7354956601

		Hobart		196,600				5,556				16,350				6,130						2.8260427263

		Canberra		311,000				10,105				16,665				5,970						3.2491961415

		Darwin		213,000				5,921				24,228				7,421						2.7798122066

		Note 1: Stamp duty payable on capital city median house price

		Note 2: Stamp duty payable on $470,000 house (Sydney price) in each city

		Note 3: Stamp duty payable on $213,000 house (Darwin price) in each city
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		Housing Finance for Owner Occupation

																																														AUSTRALIA

		Date		NSW		Vic		Qld		SA		WA		Tas		NT		ACT				Aust				Date		Aust																Date		Houses		Other Dwellings

		Dec		18847		12786		11800		4817		7604		1101		411		774				58239				Dec 02		51,441																Dec 02		9,116		4622

																										Jan		51,781																Jan		9,006		5059

		Date		NSW		Vic		Qld		SA		WA		Tas		NT		ACT				Aust				Feb		52,373																Feb		9,082		4285

		Dec		-0.8		-0.8		-1.8		-3.1		0		-5.6		-6.3		-1.2				-0.8				Mar		53,746																Mar		8,851		5053

																										Apr		53,854																Apr		9,261		4637

																										May		55,374																May		9,497		4096

																										Jun 03		56,768																Jun 03		10,783		3862

																										Jul		57,836																Jul		10,290		4829

																										Aug		59,884																Aug		10,178		4402

																										Sep		62,154																Sep		10,497		5236

																										Oct		61,095																Oct		10,387		5235

																										Nov		58,692																Nov		10,206		4262

																										Dec 03		58,239																Dec 03		10,159		3992
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March

		

				Median House Price ($)																		SD1		SD2		SD3

		Sydney		470,000				16,640				16,640				5,945						3.5404255319

		Melbourne		368,000				17,740				23,860				8,440						4.8206521739

		Brisbane		315,000				4,775				10,200				2,130						1.5158730159

		Adelaide		225,000				7,892				17,630				7,350						3.5075555556

		Perth		218,900				8,177				17,690				6,311						3.7354956601

		Hobart		196,600				5,556				16,350				6,130						2.8260427263

		Canberra		311,000				10,105				16,665				5,970						3.2491961415

		Darwin		213,000				5,921				24,228				7,421						2.7798122066

		Note 1: Stamp duty payable on capital city median house price

		Note 2: Stamp duty payable on $470,000 house (Sydney price) in each city

		Note 3: Stamp duty payable on $213,000 house (Darwin price) in each city
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		Housing Finance for Owner Occupation

																																														AUSTRALIA

		Date		NSW		Vic		Qld		SA		WA		Tas		NT		ACT				Aust				Date		Aust																Date		Houses		Other Dwellings

		Dec		18847		12786		11800		4817		7604		1101		411		774				58239				Dec 02		51,441																Dec 02		9,116		4622
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																										Jun 03		56,768																Jun 03		10,783		3862

																										Jul		57,836																Jul		10,290		4829
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				Median House Price ($)																		SD1		SD2		SD3

		Sydney		470,000				16,640				16,640				5,945						3.5404255319

		Melbourne		368,000				17,740				23,860				8,440						4.8206521739

		Brisbane		315,000				4,775				10,200				2,130						1.5158730159

		Adelaide		225,000				7,892				17,630				7,350						3.5075555556

		Perth		218,900				8,177				17,690				6,311						3.7354956601

		Hobart		196,600				5,556				16,350				6,130						2.8260427263

		Canberra		311,000				10,105				16,665				5,970						3.2491961415

		Darwin		213,000				5,921				24,228				7,421						2.7798122066

		Note 1: Stamp duty payable on capital city median house price

		Note 2: Stamp duty payable on $470,000 house (Sydney price) in each city

		Note 3: Stamp duty payable on $213,000 house (Darwin price) in each city
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